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‘THE STUDY OF THE PERCEPTION OF CONTRADICTIONS IN NORM AND IN
PATIENTS WITH SCHIZOPHRENIA

The emergence of the concept of incoherence
has enhanced interest to the problematic of
contradictions in the image of the world in norm
2nd in diferent types of mental pathology. The
present research aims a studying the perception
of contradictions in the represcntations about a
person in norm and i paients with
schizophrenia. 40 patients with schizophrenia (15
‘women and 25 men; the mean age — 3815 years
old) and 42 healthy subjects (20 wormen and 22
men the mean age — 308 years old) partook in
the present study. For our sudy, the
“Contradictions Study’ questionnaire was worked
out It included 39 pairs of personality features,
being contradictory and non-contradictory in the
meaning (physical, psychological and social)
When fing out the questionnaire, the subjects
undertest were required to reply "YES® or 'NO' to
the question, whether the both of features of the
pair could be characteristc of the same person
For instance, “Can a person be simultancously
dull and cheerful?” The processing of our results
was fulfiled according 1o four scales: physical
antonyms (for instance, fat and thin’), physical
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nonantoryms  (for instance, ‘tall and
lightweight), social and psychological antonyms
(for instance, "kind and angry’) and social and
psychological non-antonyms (for instance, “kind
and sad’). The differences between the groups.
were analyzed (p<00S). The majority of the
subjects in the both groups did not suffer any
difficuty in filing in the questionnaire. In the.
‘equal degree, the patients with schizophrenia and
healthy subjects under test seldom admitted the.
coexistence of contradictory physical features in
a person. However, statistically significantly
oftener, the healthy subjects accepted 2
simultaneous  presence  of  contradictory
psychological and social features in a person.
The mean values on scale ‘social and
psychological antonyms” were 907 in the group
of the heaithy subjects and 6,02 in the group of
the patients with schizophrenia. Within the
psychodynamic approach, that corresponded to
the widespread ideas of polarization and
dissociation of the "good” and ‘bad” Self-and
objectrepresentations  in  patients  with
schizophren.




