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Preface 
 

In writing, editing and promoting a book, the title, authors and pub-
lisher are important. Those are the “visible” features of a publication. Be-
hind each of these is another group that is often silent, but the authors and 
editors know who they are and what they have contributed to the success 
of any volume. It is in this vein that we list the many individuals who aided 
us in the venture from day one when the “germ” for the idea surfaced until 
the day the final page proofs were approved. 

First, we wish to acknowledge two specific individuals. The first is 
Evelien Bakker of Springer who has encouraged and worked with the senior 
editor since deep last millennium. Her steadfast efforts to promote a fin-
ished product that is timely, creative, international and transdisciplinary 
are much valued. To her we give credit for the book title, a wording that 
was much improved the title on the prospectus. The title speaks to her un-
derstanding of the importance of geography in today’s worlds of the hu-
manities and the social/policy/environmental sciences in today’s world. 
These are often observed as separate “universes,” but as editors we value 
those intersections that identify, foster and reward more “ad hoc-ness” in 
intellectual pursuits. The second individual we express many, many thanks 
is Donna’s husband, Dick, who was, before retirement, the staff cartogra-
pher in the Department of Geography at the University of Kentucky. Dick 
worked with many authors to ensure their graphics, black-white or colored, 
were of the highest quality. His “name” is invisible on almost every page 
with a map. 

It is also important to list those friends, colleagues and acquaint-
ances, known and unknown, who have provided us with names of potential 
authors, reviewed chapters and suggested topics worth inclusion in the vol-
ume. More than 10,000 emails have been exchanged. Without their in-
sights, experiences and silent contributions, the finished volume would be 
less international and less interdisciplinary. Those named come from all 
continents and dozens of countries and many different fields, subfields and 
disciplines. In alphabetical order they are: Derek Alderman, Clark Archer, 
Adeshina Atalayan, Nazgol Bagheri, David Barker, Tom Bell, Karl Benedikts-
son, Sarah Blue, Tomas Broadhead, Nora Chung, Keith Debbage, Deborah 
Dixon, Ronnie Donaldson, Michael Edney, Richard Ek, Kathryn Engle, Ghazi 
Falah, Tekabe Feleke, Carl Grundy-Warr, Johnny Finn, Priyanka Ghosh, 
Grigori Gogsedze, Hilola Gulamova, Reuel Hanks, Daehyun Kim, Maureen 
Hays-Mitchell, Oscar Hernandez, Jan Hurwitch, Tommi Inkinen, Cherry 
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James, Jussi Jauhiainen, Richard Jones, Patience Kabamba, David Kaplan, 
Roland Kehrein, Joseph Kerski, Daehyun Kim, Rado Klamar, Vladimir Ko-
lossov, Gary Langham, Jennifer Langill, Wei Li, George Lovell, Markku Loy-
tonen, Denise McCarty, Alena Makouskaya, Virginie Mamadouh, Ken 
Mathews, Judith Maxwell, Mike Meadows, Jennifer Miller, Alec Murphy, 
Garth Myers, David Newman, Victor Owusu, Clif Pannell, Anssi Paasi, Maria 
Paradiso, Aleksandra Ravnachka, Hector Rucinque, Bradley Rundquist, 
Nanda Shrestha, Rio Sousa-Silva, Balzhan Suzhikova, Agnieska Swietek, Ka-
olin Tsvetkov, James Tyner, Natalya Tyutenkova, Julie Urbanik, Greg Veeck, 
Jean Wang, Barney Warf, Robert Watrel, Jerry Webster, Frank Witlox, 
Hongyan Yang, Wenwu Zhao and Shangyi Zhou. 
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